New Transmembrane Polyene Bolaamphiphiles as Fluorescent Probes in Lipid Bilayers.
Inspired by Archaebacterial lipids, transmembrane probes anchor a sensing fluorescent polyene with Ångström resolution deep within a lipid layer. These new bolaamphiphiles are obtained in good yields from a double cross-coupling between esters with a terminal acetylene group and conjugated 1,ω-dihalopolyenes, followed by partial reduction of the triple bond.